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EDUCATION
2010-14

2008-09
2006-08
2002-06

PhD, International Relations, University of Leeds, UK.
Dissertation Title: Political Parties, Electoral Reform, and the Prospects for
Democratization in Lebanon since the Syrian Military Withdrawal in 2005.

Master of International Studies, University of Sydney, Australia.
Master of Political Economy, University of Sydney, Australia.

BS, Management Information Systems, American University of Science and
Technology, Lebanon, GPA: 3.33/4.00.

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

10/2024-

9/09-6/10;
9/14-6/15;
9/16-present

2/2018-2/19

8/2018-1/19

Part-Time Lecturer, Faculty of Political, Administrative & Diplomatic Sciences,
Islamic University of Lebanon, Lebanon.

Principal, Al-Fajr School, Lebanon
Responsibilities:
- Oversee day-to-day school operations
- Manage school logistics and budgets
- Set learning goals for students and teachers based on school curricula
- Monitor and report on teacher performance
- Research new resources and
techniques to improve teaching
- Interview and hire school staff
- Review and implement school policies
- Provide guidance and counseling to teachers
- Handle emergencies and school crises
- Organize school events and ceremonies
Achievements:
- Installed a New School System Software
- Improved the efficiency and effectiveness of school operations

Part-Time Lecturer, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Lebanese University,
Lebanon

Part-Time Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Lebanese American
University, Lebanon.
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8/2015-3/16 Associate Director of Studies Department, Center for Arab Unity Studies, Beirut.
Responsibilities:

Liaising with international organizations (like UNDP) to fund the
following projects: Stratigyyat, the Arab Cultural Program, Arab Culture
Project, and the Oral History of the Arab World.

Co-organizer and participant of various workshops covering political
developments in the Arab world and associate director of the
international conference: ‘Prospects of Change in the Arab World: From
Tunnels to Horizons’, November 2015, Beirut.

Reviewing book manuscripts (English and Arabic) before they are
submitted to the Studies Committee and peer reviewers.

Achievements:

Improved the productivity of the department from one book manuscript
published per month to three book manuscripts per month.

9/2013-1/14 Teaching Assistant, Politics and International Studies School, University of Leeds,
United Kingdom.

2013 Member in the Graduate Section, BRISMES, United Kingdom.

Co-organizer of the annual conference, ‘Between Marginality and
Participation: Rethinking Minorities and Majorities in the Middle East’,
May 8-9, University of Oxford. Oxford, UK.

10/2010-2/11  Research Assistant, Department of Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies, University
of Leeds, UK.

Research Topic: ‘The State of e-Services Delivery in Kuwait: Challenges
and Opportunities' (2011) Kuwait Programme on Development, Governance
and Globalization in the Gulf States Publication (LSE), pp. 1-
41, (http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/55253/1/Kraetzschmar_2012.pdf).
Responsibilities: collecting and organizing data from the government and
parliament websites of the Kuwaiti Government.

3/2006-6/06 American University of Science and Technology, Lebanon
Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Business Administration.

PEER REVIEWED BOOKS

2016 Democracy in Lebanon: Political Parties and the Struggle for Power since Syrian
Withdrawal (London: 1.B. Tauris), (Paperback edition, 2019).

Book Reviews:

Zisser, E 2017, ‘Democracy in Lebanon: Political Parties and the
Struggle for Power since Syrian Withdrawal, by Abbas Assi/Spheres of
Intervention: U.S. Foreign Policy and the Collapse of Lebanon, 1967—
1976, by James R. Stocker’, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 53, No. 6, pp
1013-20.

Alijla, A 2018, ‘Abbas, Assi. (2016): Democracy in Lebanon: Political
Parties and The Struggle for Power Since Syrian Withdrawal — 1.B. Tauris,
London’, Jil Journal for Political and International Studies, Vol. 15, No.
February, pp. 109-13 (Arabic).
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Butt, U 2019, ‘Democracy in Lebanon’, November 11, Middle East
Monitor, London, available on:
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191111-democracy-in-lebanon/.
- Felsch, M 2020, ‘Assi, Abbas (2016): Democracy in Lebanon. Political
Parties and the Struggle for Power since the Syrian Withdrawal. — I.B.
Tauris: London, New York, 246 S.’, DAVO Journal, VVol. 48/49, No.
September, pp. 170-71.
- Di Peri, R 2021, ‘Democracy in Lebanon: Political Parties and The
Struggle for Power since Syrian Withdrawal’, Mediterranean
Politics, Vol. 28, No. 4, pp. 678-679.

BOOK CHAPTERS

2017 ‘Lebanon’s Consociational Model, Christian Parties and the Struggle for Power in
Post-Syria Period’, in Mabon, S., and Ardovini, L., Sectarianism in the
Contemporary Middle East, (London: Routledge), pp. 100-22.

2019 ‘The Rise of An Alternative Speech: The Case of Lebanon’, in Arab Region
Between Internal Transformations and the International Framework, Arab
Forum for Alternatives Center,
http://www.afalebanon.org/ar/publication/8169/-ge -la-cilul 533 sl-adulu

5-allcal paill/,
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES
2015 ‘Stable Instability: The Syrian Conflict and the Postponement of the 2013

Lebanese Parliamentary Elections’, Third World Quarterly, Vol. 36, No. 10,
pp. 1944-67 (co-authored with J. Worrall).

2016 ‘The Prospects for A Constitutional Amendment in Lebanon’, Al-Mustagbil Al-
Arabi (Arabic), Vol. 451, September, pp. 148-58.

2016 ‘Lebanon’s Consociational Model, Christian Parties and the Struggle for Power
in Post-2005 Period’, Global Discourse, Vol. 6, No. 4, pp. 650-72.

2024 ‘Bare Life and the Production of Docile Sects: The Case of The Christian

Community in Lebanon’, Middle East Critique, VVol. 33 No. 4, pp. 691-706
(DOI: 10.1080/19436149.2024.2321548).

2025 ‘Epistemological Violence and Anti-Colonial Narratives: A Critical Analysis’,
Research Article In Progress.

NON-PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES

2017 Abdo, Ali, Abbas Assi, Talal Atrissi, Maan Bashur, Amin Hoteit, Muhammad Sadiq al-
Husseini, Mustafa El-Labbad, et al. ‘Round Table Seminar on Arab—Iranian
Relations’. Contemporary Arab Affairs, VVol. 10, No. 1, pp 1-31.

BOOK REVIEWS

2014 ‘The Government and Politics of Lebanon’ by Imad Salamey (London: Routledge,
2014), British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 41, No. 4, pp. 520—
22.
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https://doi.org/10.1080/19436149.2024.2321548
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2016 ‘Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six
Countries’ by Arend Lijphart (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999), Al-
Mustaqgbil Al-Arabi (Arabic), VVol. 445, pp. 175-78.

2025 ‘Stability and the Lebanese State in the 20th Century: Building Political
Legitimacy’ by Tarek Abou Jaoude, (London: 1.B. Tauris, 2022),
Mediterranean Politics, VVol. 30, No. 1, pp. 242-45,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13629395.2023.2250614.

2024 ‘Hezbollah: A Regional Armed Non-State Actor’ by Hadi Wahab, (London:
Routledge, 2022), Mediterranean Politics,
https://doi.org/10.1080/13629395.2024.2360822.

RESEARCH PAPERS AND REPORTS

2017 ‘Lebanon 2016: Reshuffling of Political Alliances and Vulnerable Political
Compromises’, IEMed Mediterranean Yearbook, pp. 206-08, European
Institute of the Mediterranean, Barcelona, Spain,
(https://www.iemed.org/publication/lebanon-2016-reshuffling-of-political-
alliances-and-vulnerable-political-compromises/), 2017 (Invited).

2018 ‘The Sectarian Dimension of the Syrian Civil War and Lebanese-Syrian Relations’,
Middle East Asia Project, July 16, Middle East Institute, Washington,
https://www.mei.edu/publications/sectarian-dimension-syrian-civil-war-and-
lebanese-syrian-relations.

2019 ‘The International Politics of The Syrian Refugees: The Case of Lebanon’, Middle
East Asia Project, August 20, Middle East Institute, Washington,
https://www.mei.edu/publications/international-politics-syrian-refugee-
return-case-lebanon.

2020 ‘Sectarianism and the Failure of Lebanon’s 2019 Uprising’, Insights, Middle East
Institute, National University of Singapore, No. 251, December 15, pp.1-7,
Singapore, https://mei.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Insight-251-
Sectarianism-and-the-Failure-of-Lebanon’s-2019-Uprising.pdf.

2020 ‘The Regression of the Salafis of Lebanon in Post-2011 Period’, Friedrich
Naumann Foundation for Freedom, December, Beirut,
https://www.freiheit.org/sites/default/files/import/2020-12/24956-
regressionofsalafis.pdf.

2021 ‘Lebanon’s Protests of 2015 and 2019: A Comparative Analysis’, Friedrich
Naumann Foundation for Freedom, June, Beirut,
https://www.freiheit.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/abbas-assi-lebanons-
protest-movements.pdf.

2024 ‘The Prospect of Political Settlements in Lebanon Amid the Financial Crisis’,
Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, forthcoming, Beirut.

OP-ED ARTICLES
2020 ‘Lebanon’s Protest Movement Needs New Strategy to Keep People’s Support’, The


http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13629395.2023.2250614
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Globe Post, January 28, Washington (Invited)
https://theglobepost.com/2020/01/28/lebanon-protest-movement/.

2022 ‘Sectarian Political Settlements in Lebanon’, Sada Journal, Carnegie Endowment —
Middle East Center, September 22, Beirut, Lebanon,
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/87979, (original article in Arabic).

2023 ‘Hezbollah’s Stance on the Maritime Deal’, Sada Journal, Carnegie Endowment —
Middle East Center, January 10, Beirut, Lebanon,
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/88768, (original article in Arabic).

2023 ‘Saudi Arabia Failures in the Mashreq and the Beijing Agreement’, Sada Journal,
Carnegie Endowment — Middle East Center, April 25, Beirut, Lebanon,
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/89606, (original article in Arabic).

2023 ‘Hezbollah and the Israel-Hamas War: Repercussions for Lebanon’, Sada Journal,
Carnegie Endowment — Middle East Center, November 16, Beirut, Lebanon,
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/91032 (original article in Arabic).

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

2016 ‘The Proportional Electoral Law and Political Reform in Lebanon’, Rai Alyoum
Newspaper (Arabic), September 12, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=519742.

2016 ‘The Salafi Groups in Lebanon: History, Reality, and Dangers’, Rai Alyoum
Newspaper (Arabic), September 24, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=527469.

2016 ‘About the Political Behavior of Future Movement and its Decline in Lebanon’, Rai
Alyoum Newspaper (Arabic), October 4,
http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=534811.

2016 ‘About Michel Aoun and the Presidential Elections in Lebanon’, Rai Alyoum
Newspaper (Arabic), October 24, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=548621.

2016 ‘Sectarian Identity and Political Reform in Lebanon’, Rai Alyoum Newspaper
(Arabic), November 10, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=559630.

2016 ‘ISIS and Al-Nusra... and the West!!’, Rai Alyoum Newspaper (Arabic), November
22, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=567363.

2016 ‘Racism and the Lebanese Right’, Rai Alyoum Newspaper (Arabic), December 17,
http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=583950.

2017 ‘Political Parties and Arab Revolutions: Reasons for their Weaknesses’, Rai Alyoum
Newspaper (Arabic), January 3, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=594584.

2017 ‘Identity Dilemma and the Syrian Civil War’, Rai Alyoum Newspaper (Arabic),
January 20, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=606518.

2017 ‘Civil Movement in Lebanon: What Are its Mistakes?’, Rai Alyoum Newspaper
(Arabic), February 23, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=627357.

2017 ‘Saudi Arabia and the Confrontation with Iran in the Middle East’, Rai Alyoum
Newspaper (Arabic), April 29, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=665653.

2017 “The Gulf Crisis and the Foreign Policies of Saudi Arabia and Qatar’, Rai Alyoum
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Newspaper (Arabic), July 3, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=702997.

‘Habib Al-Shartouni and The Lebanese Political Discourse’, Rai Alyoum Newspaper
(Arabic), October 28, http://www.raialyoum.com/?p=768595.

‘Analysis of the Upcoming Parliamentary Elections in Lebanon’, Rai Alyoum
Newspaper (Arabic), February 25,
https://www.raialyoum.com/index.php/ all-4utall- LAY |- 18| 5 43¢ 53/,

‘Critical Review of the Behavior of Arab Nationalist Movement’, Rai Alyoum
Newspaper (Arabic), August 20, A
https://www.raialyoum.com/index.php/all-4se sall-4S jall-e)aY-4,06-daal ye/,

‘Factors of Political Instability in Lebanon’, Rai Alyoum Newspaper (Arabic),
October 21, https://www.raialyoum.com/ctil- - 5 &iuYl-axe-Jal se/.

‘The Mar Mikhail Agreement in the Quagmire of an Unprecedented Economic
Crisis’, 180POST (Arabic), February 6, https://180post.com/archives/35442.

‘Presidential Vacancy and The Conflict over The Governing Formula’, 180POST
(Arabic), March 15, https://180post.com/archives/36207.

‘After “Al-Agsa Flood” Battle: Israel Crisis is Existential Internally and Externally’,
180POST (Arabic), November 28, s Le"Gld bl Llals 23 s 5 il pu) s
180 - (==le (wbe - L yla sPost.

CONFERENCES

2011

2013

2013

2014

2014

2015-16

‘National Identity in Lebanon’, Postgraduate Research Conference of the
Department of Politics and International Studies, ‘Reassessing Security,
Development and Political Theory’, May 20, University of Leeds, Leeds,
UK.

‘Implications of the Syrian Conflict on the Lebanese Political Parties’, Arabic and
Middle Eastern Studies Department (AMES) Research Seminar Series,
February 20, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK.

‘Minorities of Lebanon and the Arab Revolutions: A Lost Reform Opportunity?’
BRISMES Graduate Conference, Between Marginality and Participation:
Rethinking Minorities and Majorities in the Middle East, May 8-9,
University of Oxford, Oxford, UK.

‘The Syrian Conflict and Lebanon’s Parliamentary Elections: Another Failure of
Lebanon’s Democracy', Cross-Centre Post-Graduate Conference in
Language-Based Area Studies, the Post-Graduate Conference: New
Research in Language-Based Area Studies, March 13-14, University of
Manchester, Manchester, UK.

‘2013 Parliamentary Elections: Another Failure of Lebanon’s Democracy’,
BRISMES Annual Conference 2014, The Middle East in Global
Perspective: Interactions Across Time and Space, June 16-18, University of
Sussex, UK.

Participant of various workshops covering Middle East politics, Center for Arab
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Unity Studies, Beirut, Lebanon.

‘Democracy in Lebanon: Political Parties and the Struggle for Power since Syrian
Withdrawal’, Book Launch Event, Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and
International Affairs, May 16, American University of Beirut, Lebanon.

‘The Salafists in Lebanon: The Prospects of their Political Role’, Orient Institute
Beirut (OIB) Research Seminar Series, May17, Beirut, Lebanon.

‘Active Citizenship: The Protest Movements in Lebanon and Iraq in 2019°,
Citizenship, Sectarianism & Belonging, Sectarianism, Proxies and De-
Sectarianization Project, 16-17 December, Lancaster University, UK
(Online).

INVITED PRESENTATIONS

2017

2018

2019

2020

GRANTS
2017
2017

2018

2019
2020
2021
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023

‘Factors Undermining Democracy in Lebanon’, Mideast Wire.com, Beirut
Exchange Conference, https://thebeirutexchange.com/, June 23, Beirut,
Lebanon.

‘Briefing: Lebanon’s Political Process and the Forthcoming Parliamentary
Elections’, EU Permanent Election Observers Workshop, European Union
Election Observation Mission in Lebanon, April 8, Beirut Lebanon.

‘The Rise of An Alternative Speech: The Case of Lebanon’, Arab Region Between
Regional Transformations and The International Context Conference, Arab
Alternatives Forum for Social Studies, July 12, Beirut, Lebanon.

‘Reading of the October 17 Uprising’, Arab Region Between Regional
Transformations and The International Context Conference (Final
Conference), Arab Alternatives Forum for Social Studies, American
University of Beirut, February 24, Beirut, Lebanon.

€250, Research Grant, European Institute of the Mediterranean, Spain.

$150, Conference Presentation, Mideast Wire.com, Beirut Exchange Conference,
https://thebeirutexchange.com/.

$200, Conference Presentation, European Union Election Observation Mission in
Lebanon.

$800, Research Grant, Arab Alternatives Forum, Lebanon and Tunisia.

$2500, Research Grant, Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, Beirut.
$3500, Research Grant, Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, Beirut.
$300, Sada Journal, Carnegie Endowment — Middle East Center, Beirut, September.
$980, Research Grant, Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, Beirut.

$150, Sada Journal, Carnegie Endowment — Middle East Center, Beirut, January.
$150, Sada Journal, Carnegie Endowment — Middle East Center, Beirut, April.
$150, Sada Journal, Carnegie Endowment — Middle East Center, Beirut, December.
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COURSES TAUGHT
Spring 2024- Introduction to Political Science, Faculty of Law, Islamic University of Lebanon.
25 Teaching, correcting exams and essays, and designing course syllabus.

Fall 2024-25 Security, Risk, Uncertainly and Defense, undergraduate, Faculty of Political,
Administrative and Diplomatic Sciences, Islamic University of Lebanon.
Teaching, correcting exams and essays, and designing course syllabus.

Fall 2018-19 International and Regional Organizations, undergraduate, Faculty
of Law and Political Science, Lebanese University.
Teaching, correcting exams, and designing course syllabus.

Fall 2018-19 Government and Politics of Lebanon, undergraduate, Department
of Political Science, Lebanese American University.
Teaching, correcting exams, and designing course syllabus.

Spring 2018- Introduction to World Economy, undergraduate, Faculty of Law
19 and Political Science, Lebanese University.
Teaching, correcting exams, and designing course syllabus.

Fall 2013-14 Introduction to International Relations, undergraduate, Politics
and International Studies School, Leeds University.
Teaching and correcting exams and essays.

Spring 2005- Project Management, undergraduate, Faculty of Business Administration, American
06 University of Science and Technology. Assisting and correcting exams.

AFFILIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS

2010-11; 2012- Student Membership, British Society for Middle Eastern Studies (BRISMES),
13; 2014-15 Graduate Section.

2012-13 Represented the University of Leeds at the Graduate Committee, BRISMES.

10/2014-6/15  Research Affiliate, Center for Arab and Middle East Studies (CAMES), American
University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon.

1/2014-1/18 Editor at Large, Member in the Editorial Board, New Middle Eastern Studies
Journal - Durham, United Kingdom.

8/2015-3/16 Member in the Consultant Committee, Center for Arab Unity Studies, Beirut.
8/2015-3/16 Member in the Studies Committee, Center for Arab Unity Studies, Beirut.

2016-17 Associate Member, Arab Council for the Social Sciences (www.theacss.org).
PEER-REVIEWING EXPERIENCE

2019 Bloomsbury (1.B. Tauris Publishers), Book Manuscript Proposal.

2020 European Journal of International Security.

2020 Bloomsbury (1.B. Tauris Publishers), Book Manuscript Proposal.

2020 Routledge Publishers, Book Manuscript.

2021 Terrorism and Political Violence Journal.
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2014
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Bloomsbury (1.B. Tauris Publishers), Book Manuscript.
Third World Quarterly Journal.

Bloomsbury (1.B. Tauris Publishers), Book Manuscript.
Contemporary Review of the Middle East Journal.
Mediterranean Politics Journal.

Distinguished List, American University of Science and Technology.
Honor List, American University of Science and Technology.

PhD examiners’ recommendation of publishing thesis as journal articles, book or
book chapters.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

- Democracy, Elections, Sectarian Conflicts and State Formation in the Middle East.
- Political Parties and Political Systems in the Middle East and North Africa.

- State-society relations and Refugee Crisis in the MENA.

- Orientalism and Post-Colonial Studies

MEDIA APPEARANCES

2017
2019
2022
2022

2023

Al-Bacha’er Radio, September 14, Beirut, Lebanon.
Voice of Islam, October 1, London, UK.
The Scope, British Muslim TV, May 17, UK.

Documentary, Democratic Laboratory, Radboud University, The Netherlands, May
18.

Muwatin Magazine, London, December 22, ) 4skiall ja Ja | L ) Sl ) o) sl
48 & s (muwatin-vpn.net).

LANGUAGE SKILLS

English and Arabic (Native): Excellent Writing and Reading Skills.
COMPUTER SKILLS

Microsoft Office (Excel, Word, PowerPoint, Outlook).

MARITAL STATUS

Married, three children.

DATE OF BIRTH

February 17, 1985.

NATIONALITY

Lebanese, Australian.
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